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 BAG OF OBJECTS 

             Segment Storytelling  
                         
 

  
 
 
 
Objective: To create a story using random objects drawn from a bag. 
  To use your creative and critical thinking to logically and imaginatively add  
  on to someone else's story, using the object from the bag. 
 
Method: 
In a brightly colored bag put several interesting objects.  They could include: a magnifying glass, a 
watch, a plastic bug, a plastic tiger or other animal, a toothbrush, a shell, a fan, a rock, a colored 
pen, a toy truck, an old cell phone, etc. 
 
Draw an object out, and begin a story.  Remember that stories need to begin with a character. If 
you draw a colorful pen from the bag, you might begin like this: 
 

"Once upon a time there was a girl named Jennifer. One day her grandmother 
gave her a magic pen. " 

      
Invite your child to go next. Without looking, your child draws an object from the bag. Your child 
adds on to the story already started, and at some point s/he must incorporate the object into the 
story.  Each storyteller can contribute about 1-3 sentences. Take turns drawing an object from the 
bag and using it to evolve the story.  Any number of kids/adults can play this game.   
 
If necessary, remind storytellers that they must let go of their preconceived ideas as to the 
direction of the story, and respectfully listen to and accept whatever the current storyteller is 
adding on to the story.  No one is to call out an idea, because once that happens it is hard for the 
current storyteller to think of anything else. Keep track of Dangling Elements:  story elements or 
characters that are brought into the story and then "left hanging".  Ask the next storyteller to 
bring back a "dangling" element and resolve it in some way. 
 
Storytellers should speak using complete sentences.  At some point, ask the next storyteller to 
give the story an ending.  If it is a long and involved story, you might need 2 or 3 more go-arounds 
to successfully wrap up all the elements and end the story. 
 
Adjectives Variation:  Each storyteller must use 2 adjectives to describe their object as they 
incorporate it into the story. 
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BAG OF OBJECTS 

               for K-1st Graders 
 

  
 
 
 
Objective: To practice using creative and critical thinking  

to answer questions about an object drawn from a bag. 
   
Method: 
In a brightly colored bag put several interesting objects.  They could include: a magnifying glass, a 
watch, a plastic bug, a plastic tiger or other animal, a toothbrush, a shell, a fan, a colored pen, a 
toy truck, an old cell phone, etc. 
 
Begin a story. 
 
  "Once upon a time there was a fisherman who had a red boat. 

He loved to fish, and every day the fisherman took his red boat out onto  
the lake to fish.  He used a large net. He never knew what he would catch 
in his net.  Today, the fisherman went out in his red boat. He threw his net into the 
water, pulled it back, and in his net he found…….” 

 
Invite your child to draw an object out of the bag without peeking. This is the object that the 
fisherman found in his net. 
 
Your child then answers the following 2 questions about the object:.  
 
 1) How can you describe this object? i.e, What is the object?  What  

  color is it?  What other words describe this object? 
 
   2) What does the fisherman do with the object when he gets home? 
 
Take turns with your child drawing an object out of the bag and answering the 2 questions above. 
Be sure to answer the questions using complete sentences.   
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MUSICAL CHAIRS: COOPERATIVE WRITING 
 

Objective:  To create an energetic, stimulating environment 
 where students write creative ideas down quickly, work cooperatively, 
and build on diverse themes with creative, yet logical, sequencing. 
 
METHOD: 
 

• At least 2 students are needed for this activity. Students are seated at a large table (dining 
room table, or several small tables put together, or a circle of chairs with the chairs facing 
out).  By each seat or on the table there are two pieces of paper.  Students begin seated 
and each must have their own pencil. If you’re not using a table, use clipboards. 

 
• Music is played in the background. 

 
• On a signal from you (as the facilitator, you can either ring a bell or clap your hands as a 

signal), students begin writing a narrative – the beginning of a story. After a few minutes, 
another signal is given by the facilitator.  Students stop writing even if they are in the 
middle of a sentence, leave their papers, pick up their pencils and walk around the chairs 
or table until the facilitator claps or rings bell again. On that signal, the students sit in the 
nearest chair, read what is written, and continue writing, adding on to the story at that 
chair.  

 
• Each time the signal is given, students stop what they are writing and walk around until 

given the signal to sit down.  Once they are seated, allow enough time for students to read 
what has already been written before they add on.   

 
• The music, which plays throughout this activity, should present a variety of themes and 

rhythms to help students' imagination. A collection of several styles of music from different 
periods can be used.   

 
• At the end of 20 minutes, students are told to give an ending to whatever story they stop 

at next.  Then, students return to their original seats. Students can read out loud the story 
that they started. Discuss logic and sequencing.  Does it sound like one person wrote the 
story? 

  
Variations: 
 -- The last time around, students are told to return to their original seats, read what 
other students have added on to their story, and give their story an ending. 
 -- As students are walking around each time, tell them when they next sit down to use 
the word massive in their writing, or the word porcupine or magical, etc.  You can also use 
current vocabulary words.  Students must find a logical and creative way to use the word(s) in 
their story.  
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HOW DO YOU FEEL? 
 
 

Happy   Sad    Miserable 
Joyful   Hurt    Negative 
Peaceful   Despondent  Horrified 
Blissful   Sheepish   Shocked 
Confident   Thoughtful  Frightened 
Ecstatic   Puzzled   Angry 
Silly    Perplexed   Disgusted 
 
Aggressive  Curious   Disappointed 
Mischievous  Interested   Frustrated 
Arrogant   Bashful   Cautious 
Bored   Innocent   Withdrawn 
Hysterical   Regretful   Paranoid 
Determined  Guilty   Grieving 
Surprised   Idiotic   Dejected 
 
Lonely   Suspicious   Sympathetic 
Anxious   Disbelieving  Apologetic 
Undecided   Obstinate   Jealous 
Optimistic   Relieved   Indifferent 
Exasperated  Envious   Cold 
Enraged   Disapproving  Delightful 
Exhausted   Smug   Prudish 
 
Elated   Calm    Thrilled 
Jolly    Gracious   Dignified 
Jovial   Powerful   Honorable 
Merry   Mellow   Restful 
Serene   Composed   Foolish 
Complacent  Ridiculous   Exuberant 
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PICTURE PARAGRAPHS 

 
 
 

Objective: (1)   Use a picture, instead of an object, as a prompt to create questions 
and then a paragraph.  
(2)   Strengthen your powers of observation! Use the picture to practice 
creating vivid, detailed descriptions with many adjectives (describing 
words). 
 

Method: 
 
Cut out interesting and colorful pictures from magazines and put in a bag. 

 
  (1)  Ask your child to draw a picture out of the bag.  Come up with 10 questions 

about the picture. Follow up with a verbal or written paragraph of 5-7 complete 
sentences. 
 

 (2) Ask only questions that pertain to a description of the picture. For example, 
using the picture above:  What color was the water? What did the water look 
like? What surrounded the lake? What was the weather like? Who was in the 
lake? What was he wearing? What was he doing?  
Then create a paragraph (or two) that describes the picture, using vivid details. 
Make sure your child doesn’t tell a story about the picture: that can be another 
activity. Rather, use this exercise to strengthen your child’s ability to observe. 
Create a paragraph of descriptive sentences, filled with adjectives and specific 
details.  

 
Can you write (or tell) a 7-sentence paragraph that only answers the question:  
What surrounds the lake? Can you write (or tell) a paragraph that just describes 
the mountain? …that just describes one small part of the mountain? 
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ADJECTIVE ACTIVITY 
 

Use two adjectives to fill in each sentence.  Put a comma between the adjectives.  Be 
creative!!   
 
 

1. He climbed up the _______________, _________________ 
tree. 

 
2. I saw the __________________, ________________ fish. 
 
 
3. Look at the ________________, ______________ lake. 
 
 
4. We went to the ______________, ______________ desert. 
 
 
5. They saw a ______________, ______________ worm. 
 
 
 

 
1. The boy found a ___________________________________________ spider on his jacket. 

 
 

2. The detective heard a _________________________ sound coming from inside the tunnel. 
 

 
3. My _____________________________________________ puppy came up to greet me. 

 
 

4. My brother's _____________________________________ motorcycle is in the garage. 
 

 
5. I reached inside the bag and found a ___________________________________ sandwich. 
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AN AMAZING & AWESOME STORY!! 
 

Objective:  
To practice using your imagination by adding adjectives and 
descriptive details in the following story. Use your critical and 
creative thinking skills to transform whatever is in the bag into a 
component of your story. 

 
 
METHOD/Instructions: 
Parents - What To Do: 
 

Get seven small, paper brown lunch bags and number them on the front from 1 to 7 (or 
do over a 2-day period and use 3 or 4 bags the first day). In each bag put a piece of fruit 
or some kind of food (rotten is best!) that may be in your refrigerator.  Suggestions for 
what to put in the bags are below. Each bag will correspond to a part of the story. 

 
Put the bags on a table and pass out the story booklet. At each new paragraph of the 
story, your child will put his or her hand into the bag and feel what is there, and then 
use the object as an idea for the paragraph. 
 
Rules are important, especially if you have more than one child doing the activity. 
Students are to keep the bag level, and carefully reach into the bag. They are not to pick 
the bag up, look inside, or squish or poke their fingers into whatever is inside. They can 
smell their fingers, but they are not to call out and guess what type of food is in the bag, 
as this will spoil it for the kids who have not had their turn yet.  However, tell your 
students to remember what they think is in the bags, and at the end of writing the story 
they can guess what is in each bag.   

 
 After giving instructions, pass around a paper towel or napkin for each child. 
 

Let each child go at his or her own pace. They are to use what they feel in the bag to 
help them get ideas for their story and to get descriptive details using lots of adjectives. 
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Suggestions for bags are as follows: 
 

 
Bag 1 (page 1)  “there lived a …….”  The main character of the story is whatever is in the 
bag, or whatever it may suggest.  For example, in the first bag there could be a potato.  
The character could be a potato man, or it could be a round, bald man, etc. 

 
Bag 2 (page 1):  “It lived in a very strange…”  A large mushroom can suggest an 
interesting house.  Remind students they are just to get ideas from the contents of the 
bag, and they can make the shape of the object as large as they want.  A mushroom 
might also suggest a flying saucer, a small hut with a round roof, etc. 

 
Bag 3 (page 2)  “One day it met a very nice ……” This bag contains the main character’s 
friend, Harry.  A banana cut open lengthwise and squished up in its peel can be Harry, or 
a pear peeled or unpeeled. 

 
Bag 4 (page 2)  “the plant was…”  This bag contains the invading plant.  Cooked spinach 
can be used, leftover cooked spaghetti with tomato sauces, etc.  Remind students to use 
adjectives to describe how it feels, the texture, what color it is, etc. 

 
Bag 5 (page 3)  “It was filled with many dangerous….”  Large onions cut in half can be 
used, or fresh broccoli, etc. 

 
Bag 6 (page 3)  “They were chased by two ………”  Two peeled grapes work well here. 

 
Bag 7 (page 4)  the magic herb:  “It was…….”  A cold, peeled kiwi fruit can be used as the 
magic herb.  
 
A list of JAZZY ADJECTIVES follows. Let each child have their own list. Encourage 
students to include some words from the jazzy adjective list. However, they can use no 
more than 3 adjectives in one sentence. Otherwise, they may write a grocery list of 
adjectives that covers the whole page. 
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JAZZY WORDS (Adjectives) 
 
sticky     smooth   rough 
gooey     flat    craggy 
gummy     even   bumpy 
slimy     level   jagged 
 
wet      hairy   fuzzy 
moist     prickly   furry 
dripping     thorny   velvety 
soaked     spiny   fluffy 
saturated    sharp   shaggy 
drenched    pointed   wooly 
damp     bristly   feathery 
 
dank (chilly and wet)   splendid   terrifying 
sordid (filthy, dirty, wretched) magnificent  scary 
foul  (disgusting, revolting)  superb   horrible 
filthy     dazzling   gruesome  
dirty     gorgeous  lovely  
squalid (dirty, wretched)   beautiful  grotesque 
miserable    fabulous   ugly 
repulsive (extreme dislike)  appealing  outrageous 
disgusting    charming  ridiculous 
revolting    delicate   fascinating 
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By: ________________ 
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 Long, long ago, back when the trees talked, there lived a 
(Bag 1)  __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
____________________________________.    He was 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________. 
He liked to _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________. 
 

  He lived in a very strange house. (Bag 2)     It was 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________. 
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 One day he met a very nice ______________________ 
_______________________________ named Harry who 
was  _(Bag 3)______________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________. 
 
Harry cried out, "Help!  Help!  We are being invaded by a 
strange plant.  We must go to the jungle to find a special, 
magic herb.  It is the only thing that can kill this plant.  Here 
is a part of the plant that I captured.  Look at how horrible it 
is."  The plant was__(Bag 4) ___________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
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Together they set out into the __________________ 
 
______________jungle.  It was filled with many dangerous  
__(Bag 5) _________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
They were chased by two __(Bag 6) ______________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
Finally they managed to escape. 
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After walking for several more hours, they came to a 

________________________  cave.  The cave was filled 
with the magic herb they needed.  They picked up the herb.  
It was _(Bag 7) ____________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________. 
They gathered up huge armfuls of the herb and threw it into 
four straw baskets they had brought with them.  They ran 
back to their village and poured the juice from the herb all 
around the ground surrounding the village.  Immediately it 
killed the ______________________________________ 
invading plant.  They were saved.  They felt _____________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________. 

The End 
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	Suggestions for bags are as follows:

